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the illustrious memory of Francois Couperin le Grand Preface So FAR AS I am aware, this is the

first book on Couperin le Grand in English indeed it is possibly the first comprehensive study of his

work in any language, for of die three French books on him known to me, that of Bouvet is purely

biographical while those of Tessier and Tiersot do not claim to be more than introductory

monographs. As such, they are both admirable. I have divided this study of Couperin into three

sections. The first gives the facts of his life and some account of the nature, values, and standards

of his community. Of the facts of his life, little is known, and I have not indulged in speculation. For

most of the information contained in my introductory chapter I am indebted to the bio graphical

sections of the previous books on Couperin referred to above, with the addition of some



documentary evidence more recently published by M. Paul Brunold. The chapters on the values and

standards of the grand siecle do not pretend to offer a revolutionary approach. My general attitude

to the period is influenced by the miscellaneous writings of Mr Martin Turnell, published in Horizon,

Scrutiny, and elsewhere 1 especially those on Racine, Moliere, Corneille, and La Princesse de

Cleves, and by a most interesting essay by Mr R. C. Knight alsopublished in Scrutiny, which was in

part a criticism of TurnelTs account of Racine. I have also found many hints worth following up, and

much useful information, in Mr Arthur Tifleys two books, From Montaigne to Moliere and The

Decline of the Age of Louis XIV. Most of the information in my chapter on the court theatre music is

derived from the writings of the recognized authority on the period, M. Henri Prunieres. These books

are listed in the bibliography...
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"Wilfrid Mellers" (1914-2008) was an English music critic, composer, and musicologist as well as

professor emeritus of music at the University of York. He is the author of numerous books including

"Celestial Music?: Some Masterpieces of European Religious Music, Singing in the Wilderness:

Music and Ecology in the Twentieth Century", and "Between Old Worlds and New".

Mellers' standard biography of Couperin is basic if this topic is important to you. Others have

attempted to displace this but it stands still has the core reference.
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